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ADVISORY  GROUP  NAMED 
FOR  AGING  COMMISSION 

In  compliance  with  provi- 
sions of  the  State  Plan  for  fu- 
ture operations  of  the  Com- 
mission on  Aging,  Lyle  Down- 
ing, commission  executive  di- 
rector, has  appointed  seven 
persons  to  serve  on  the  newly- 
formed  Advisory  Board.  They 
are: 

Robert  F.  Cooney,  of  the 
State  Fish  and  Game  Depart- 
ment, liason  officer  to  the  U.  S. 
Bureau  of  Outdoor  Recreation. 
Mr.  Cooney  is  working  on  pro- 
grams to  develop  recreational 
activities  for  senior  citizens  in 
state  parks. 

Joseph  W.  Laird,  president 
of  the  Montana  Chapter  of  the 
Retired  Teachers  Association. 
Mr,  Laird  has  been  assisting 
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The  White  House  forum 
held  at  the  Helena  Senior 
Citizens  Center.  Shown  in 
the  left  foreground  is  Nor- 
man Howard,  center  pres- 
ident and  member  of  the 
advisory  committee  to  the 
Montana  Commission  on 
Aging. 


Bill  Would 
Add  to  State's 
Federal  Funds 

The  U.  S.  Senate,  without  a 
single  dissenting  vote  on  No- 
vember 20,  approved  the  1971 
Labor-Hew  Appropriations  Bill 
which  would  increase  the  al- 
lotments to  the  states  for  con- 
ducting aging  programs. 

As  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
the  Appropriations  Bill  would 
provide  $1  million  to  fund  the 
Retired  Senior  Volunteer  Pro- 
gram for  the  first  time.  Under 
RSVP,  persons  60  and  over 
would  perform  needed  ser- 
vices in  their  communities 
without  compensation.  They 
would,  however,  be  reim- 
bursed for  meals,  travel  and 
other  out-of-pocket  expenses. 

The  aging  programs  were 
given  another  big  boost  by  an 
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MONTANA  SENIOR 
CITIZEN  CENTERS 

Walter  Zimmerman,  Director 
Recreatioii  Department-City  of  Billings 
Senior  Citizens  Multi-Purpose  Center 
)3  North  29th  Street 
Billings,  Montana  59101 

James  Todd,  Director 

Great  Falls  Senior  Citizens  Center 

318  Central  Avenue 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 

W.  E.  "Bill"  Sherman 

Kathleen  Walford  Senior  Citizens  Center 

424  Higgins  Avenue 

Missoula,  Montana  59801 

Earle  J.  Tucker,  Director 

Helena  Senior  Centers 

1421   Roberts  Street— 21   North  Main  Street 

Helena,  Montana  59601 

Marie  Bradley,  Director 

Butte  Silver  Bow  Senior  Activity  Center 

405  West  Park  Street 

Butte,  Montana  59034 

Frank  Bolton,  Director 
Flathead  Senior  Citizens  Center 
Main  and  First  Streets 
Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

Dan  Lopp,  Deputy  Director 

Mineral  County  Senior  Citizens  Centers 

Alberton  Montana 

Superior  Montana 

St.  Regis  Montana 

508  Toole 

Missoula  Montana  59801 

Senior  Citizens  Center 

V.F.W.  Hall 

Townsend,  Montana    59644 

Mrs.  Sallie  M.  Brutto  Coordinator 
The  Senior  Center  ol  Hamilton 
O'Hara  House 
109  South  Fourth  Street 
Hamilton  Montana  59840 

Jean  Foster,  Manager 
206  South  Main 
Livingston  Montana  59047 

Hugh  Simanton  Director 
Malta  Senior  Citizens  Center 
206  South  Second  Avenue  East 
Malta  Montana  59538 

Kenneth  K.  Baldvrtn,  Director 

Bozeman  Senior  Social  Center  Incorporated 

37  East  Main 

Bozeman  Montana  59715 

Mrs.  Edna  Walker,  Director 

Big  Horn  County  Senior  Citizens  Association 

518  Center  Avenue 

Hardin  Montana  59034 

Allen  Damall,  President 
Sidney  Senior  Citizens  Center 
101  3  South  East 
Sidney,  Montana  59270 

Grace  E.  Henderson,  Director 
Llbby  Senior  Citizens  Association 
Moose  Hall — California  Ay». 
Llbby,  Mt.   59923 


Montana  Slate  Library 


3  0864  1004  3201  5 


Director  s 
Report 


William  E.  Oriol,  Staff  Di- 
rector for  Senator  Harrison  A. 
Williams,  Jr.,  N.J.,  has  asked 
the  Montana  Commission  on 
Aging  to  provide  comprehen- 
sive information  about  the 
agency's  projects  in  rural 
areas. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Director, 
Mr.  Oriol  stated:  "I  would  like 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  ex- 
cellent Senior  Citizen  News 
v/e  have  been  receiving  here. 
In  your  August  edition  in  your 
Director's  Report  you  referred 
to  the  comments  by  Doctor 
Gordon  Browder,  Director  of 
the  Montana  University  Insti- 
tute for  Social  Science  Re- 
search in  connection  with  the 
problems  of  the  aging  in  rural 
communities." 

"Within  recent  months,"  Mr. 
Oriol  continued,  "the  Senate 
Committee  on  Housing  has, 
conducted  several  hearingsl 
on  Older  Americans  in  rural 
areas.  We  would  like  the 
transcripts  of  those  hearings 
to  be  as  complete  as  possible, 
and  we  -would  like  to  include 


Clarence  Hunt,  President 
Thirty-nine  Plus  Qub — Gold  Thimble 
12  Main 
Roundup,  MoWana  59072 

Ted  Halvorson,  President 
Senior  Citizen  Center  of  Teton  Co. 
202  Fourth  Avenue  N.E. 
Choteau,  Montana   59422 

Herbert  Carlson 

Deer  Lodge  County  Senior  Citizens 

210  East  5th 

Anaconda,  Montana   59711 


excerpts  from  your  survey. 
'Aging  in  Montana,'  if  at  all 
possible." 

"We  would,  of  course,  also 
welcome  any  additional  com- 
mentary that  you  or  your  com- 
missioners may  care  to  add." 

Mr.  Oriol  referred  to  the 
issue  of  the  Senior  Citizen 
News  in  which  we  announced 
that  the  year-long  survey  con- 
ducted by  the  Institute  for  So- 
cial Science  Research  was  go- 
ing to  press.  ^ 

In  replying  to  Mr.  Oriol,  the 
Director  pointed  out  that  the 
m.ini-centers  funded  by  the 
Commission  are  working  very 
well.  This  is  an  innovative 
program  and  it  was  suggest- 
ed to  Senator  William's  aide 
that  the  program  would  possi- 
bly work  successfully  in  any 
states  that  have  large  Senior 
Citizen  rural  populations  in  re- 
mote areas. 

Although  the  mini-centers  in 
Sidney,  Libby,  Roundup,  Cho- 
teau and  Townsend  have 
been  operating  only  a  few 
weeks,  it  is  evident  that  they 
are  bound  to  be  of  great  ser- 
vice to  these  communities.  It 
is  rather  paradoxical  that  com- 
munity cooperation  with  these  ^^ 
centers  seems  to  be  more  prev-  ^P 
alent  than  in  some  of  our  big 
centers. 
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MISSOULA 
GETS  NEW 
DIRECTOR 


Warren  (Bill)  E.  Sherman 
was  born  in  Waltham,  Moss. 
The  new  director  of  Missoula's 
Kathleen  Walford  Senior  Citi 
zens  Center  is  a  retired  lieu- 
tenant colonel  in  the  U.  S.  Ar- 
my with  many  decorations.  He 
is  married  and  has  four  chil- 
dren. 


TWO  COUNTIES  HAVE 
AGING  COMMISSIONS 

The  creation  of  County 
Commissions  on  Aging  in  Gal- 
latin and  Yellowstone  coun- 
ties last  month  opens  a  new- 
concept  in  local  government 
responsibility.  Through  co-op- 
eration of  the  various  levels  of 
government  —  city,  county, 
state  and  national  —  concen- 
tration on  the  aging  areas  in 
Montana  should  be  brought 
sharply  into  focus  and  be  of 
great  assistance  to  the  private 
organizations  now  working 
with  older  Americans. 


JOBS  FOR  AGING 
SYSTEM  IMPROVED 


Starting  this  month  more  re- 
alistic information  about  older 
VvTorkers  will  be  available,  ac- 
cording to  Jess  Fletcher,  direc- 
tor of  the  State  Employment 
Service.  A  machine  system 
of  reporting  will  give  the  in- 
formation broken  down  into 
the  ages  45  to  54  and  55  to  64 
and  65  and  over. 

Fletcher  reports  that  of  the 
70  senior  citizens  working  for 
the  Green  Thumb  program,  32 
are  over  65  years  old  and  that 


the  oldest  is  73  years  old.  Over 
250  applicants  had  to  be 
screened  to  find  the  70  work- 
ers who  gualified  as  disadvan- 
taged due  to  income  level.  The 
Green  Thumb  workers  get 
$1.60  an  hour. 

The  Department  of  Labor 
funds  the  program  adminis- 
tered by  the  Montana  Farm- 
ers Union.  The  work  programs 
are  under  the  direction  of  the 
Forest  Service  and  city  and 
county  governments. 


Seniors  Aid  Fire  Victims 

Alberton- — The  Leonard 
Sandstrom  home  burned  last 
month  and  a  community  open 
house  and  household  shower 
was  held  for  the  family.  Food 
and  household  articles  were 
donated  at  the  Senior  Citizens 
Center  located  in  the  Milwau- 
kee railroad  depot. 


BURRESS  ELECTED 

Denver  —  James  R.  Burress, 
SRS  Commissioner  for  Region 
VIII,  of  HEW,  was  named  Pres- 
ident-Elect  of  the  National  Re- 
habilitation Association.  Mr. 
Burress  was  a  speaker  at  the 
Governors  Conference  on  Ag- 
ing in  Missoula  last  Septem- 
ber. 
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Meeting  Results 

In  Release 

Of  60  Prisoners 

The  first  statewide  correc- 
tion and  rehabilitation  meet- 
ing called  by  Gov.  Forrest  An- 
derson last  January  resulted 
in  the  release  of  60  prisoners 
by  the  end  of  November.  One- 
fourth  have  been  older  per- 
sons. 

Seniors  long  overlooked  as 
"forgotten  men"  are  inmates 
of  Montana  State  Prison.  Fif- 
teen have  earned  parole  and 
the  right  to  again  take  their 
place  in  society.  Most  of  them 
were  in  the  50-year  bracket, 
the  oldest  being  60  years  old. 

The  Older  Worker  program 
of  the  state  Employment  Ser- 
vice encompasses  all  seg- 
ments of  society,  providing 
counseling,  testing,  job  refer- 
ral and  necessary  supportive 
services  to  disadvantaged 
and  unemployed  seniors. 
Many  of  the  older  workers 
when  granted  parole  are  un- 
able to  meet  the  release  re- 
quirements of  a  home  and 
family  to  return  to  or  a  definite 
job  committment.  Jobs  are 
found  for  them. 

An  Employment  Service 
staff  member  is  stationed  at 
the  prison  as  a  placement  of- 
ficer. He  works  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  23  local  employ- 
ment offices  along  with  the 
parole  officers  and  various 
state  agencies. 

Through  state  efforts  Christ- 
mas will  be  more  meaningful 
for  15  seniors  this  year. 
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important  change  in  the  Sen- 
ate-passed bill  which  provides 
an  additional  $1  million  for 
the  Foster  Grandparents  Pro- 
gram, increasing  the  House 
measure  from  $10  million  to 
$1 1  million.  Montana  has  one 
Foster  Grandparent  Program 
conducted  at  the  Boulder 
Training  School  which  has  en- 
abled low  income  persons  60 
and  over  to  provide  valuable 
service  to  retarded  children. 
Throughout  the  U.  S.  there  are 
now  more  than  4,000  seniors 
in  Foster  Gamdparents  Pro- 
grams. 

The  Montana  Commission 
on  Aging  has  been  informed 
by  the  Regional  HEW  office  in 
Denver  that  it  is  planned  to 
put  this  program  under  the  su- 
pervision of  the  state  commis- 
sion and  expand  it  through- 
out the  state.  The  Boulder 
project,  at  present,  is  funded 
directly  out  of  Washington. 

Of  particular  significance  is 
the  action  of  the  Senate  in  ap- 
proving a  floor  amendment 
introduced  by  Senators  Harri- 
son A.  Williams,  N.  J.;  Frank 
Church,  Idaho,  and  other  sen- 
ators to  add  $650,000  for  the 
1971  White  House  Conference, 
thereby  raising  the  House 
amount  from  $1  million  to  $1.65 
million.  This  $650,000  would 
help  pay  travel  expenses  for 
elderly  delegates  who  other- 
wise would  not  be  able  to  at- 
tend the  White  House  Confer- 
ence in  Washington,  D.  C, 
next  November.  Senator  Wil- 
liams emphasized  that  partici- 
pation by  the  elderly  will  be 


indispensable  for  the  success 
of  the  conference. 

"By  making  money  avail- 
able now,"  'Senator  Williams 
said,  "older  persons  will  know 
with  much  greater  certainty 
that  they  will  in  fact  be  able 
to  attend  the  conference.  If 
funding  is  not  requested  for 
delegate  expenses  until  next 
fiscal  year,  the  states  will  have 
no  assurance  that  the  money 
will  be  available  in  time  for 
the  conference." 

It  also  is  of  interest  to  Mon- 
tanans  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives passed  the  Com- 
prehensive Manpower  Act  to 
reorganize  Federal  manpower 
services  and  establish  a  pub- 
lic service  employment  bu- 
reau. Under  this  act,  special- 
ized programs  for  certain  tar- 
get age  groups,  such  as  mid- 
dle aged  and  older  workers, 
would  be  established. 

Senate  and  House  conferees 
will  meet  early  in  December 
to  take  further  action  on  the 
measures. 


Mrs.  Edna  Walker,  director 
of  the  Park  County  Senior  Citi- 
zens Center,  dropped  by  the 
state  office  at  Penkay  Eagles 
Manor  to  visit  with  Director 
Lyle  Downing  (standing)  and 
chairman  of  the  Montana 
Commission  on  Aging  Barclay 
Craighead. 


FREE  PARKING  STUDIED 

Great  Falls  —  The  proposal 
by  Mayor  John  McLaughlin  to 
exempt  senior  citizens  from 
putting  money  in  parking  me- 
ters is  under  study  by  the  City 
Council.  The  mayor  suggest- 
ed that  some  kind  of  wind- 
shield sticker  to  be  put  out  un- 
der the  control  of  the  police 
department.  The  mayor  noted 
that  senior  citizens  have  diffi- 
culty finding  a  place  to  park 
and  seldom  stay  downtown 
more  than  a  couple  of  hours. 


You  can  help  your 
county  assessor  by  mak- 
ing application  for  reduc- 
tion in  property  taxes  this 
month.  After  the  first  of 
the  year  he  is  very  busy 
with  automobile  licenses. 

The  reduction  is  called 
Class  8  O.  A.  B.  Improve- 
ment on  Real  Property.  In 
order  to  qualify  the  prop- 
erty must  be  in  your  name 
with  no  other  relatives  on 
the  deed.  Deadline:  Feb- 
ruary 15. 

Men  must  be  over  65 
years  old  and  women  62. 
Widows  with  dependent 
children  may  be  of  any 
age. 

The  home  (not  includ- 
ing land  value)  must  be 
$17,500  or  less,  market 
value. 

Your  income  for  the 
year  cannot  exceed  $3,- 
300  if  single  or  $4,500  mar- 
ried. 


Advisory  Group  Named 

Continued  from  page  one 

the  Commission  in  staging- 
1970  White  House  conferencoi 
forums  in  the  state. 

Vern  Vatland,  Older  Work- 
ers Supervisor  for  the  Mon- 
tana Employment  Security- 
Commission.  Mr.  Vatland  has 
been  instrumental  in  finding 
jobs  for  many  Senior  Citizens. 

John  Coey,  Director  of  the 
Public  Assistance  Department 
of  the  Montana  Department  of 
Public  Welfare.  Mr.  Coey  also 
is  a  member  of  the  Montana 
Commission  on  Aging. 

Norman  Howard,  president 
of  the  Helena  Senior  Citizens 
Association.  Mr.  Howard  and 
his  group  have  been  working 
closely  with  the  State  Com- 
I  mission. 

John  J.  Karr,  state  represen- 
tative of  the  Retired  Federal 
Civil  Service  Employees.  Mr. 
Karr  has  manifested  a  great 
interest  in  the  programs  for 
Senior  Citizens  sponsored  by 
the  Commission  on  Aging. 

Milo  J.  MacNeil,  former  pres- 
ident of  the  Helena  Center. 
Mr.  MacNeil  is  also  attached 
to  the  staff  of  the  Penkay 
Eagles  Manor  in  Helena. 

The  Commission  was  noti- 
fied recently  that  the  State 
Plan  prepared  by  the  Mon- 
tana Commission  has  been 
approved  by  James  R.  Bur- 
ress,  regional  commissioner 
for  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Services  of  HEW. 

Under  the  State  Plan  ap- 
'  pointing  the  advisory  commit- 
tee to  the  State  Commission 
v\/-as  mandatory.  HEW  re- 
quired that  at  least  one-half 
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Helena — The  Social  Securi- 
ty increase  now  pending  be- 
fore the  U.  S.  Congress  may 
affect  the  amount  of  Old  Age 
Assistance  required  in  Mon- 
tana if  the  trend  is  the  same 
as  reflected  in  the  1968  in- 
crease. 

In  November,  1969,  Old  Age 

Director's  Report 

Continued  from   page   two 

If  Federal  funds  are  made 
available  we  hope  that  we 
will  be  able  to  fund  many 
more  of  this  type  center. 

On  behalf  of  the  staff  of  the 
Montana  Commission  on  Ag- 
ing we  want  to  wish  you  a 
Merry  Christmas  and  Happy 
New  Year. 

of  the  membership  must  con- 
sist of  actual  or  potential  con- 
sumers of  services  under  the 
aging  program,  with  remain- 
ing members  being  broadly 
representative  of  public  and 
private  agencies  concerned 
with  interests  of  the  older  per- 
son. 

The  Advisory  Committee 
will  attend  the  Commission  on 
Aging  meeting  in  the  Senate 
Chambers  of  the  State  Capitol 
on  December  18. 

"We  believe  that  this  com- 
mittee con  be  of  great  help  to 
the  Commission,"  Mr.  Down- 
ing said.  "There  are  many 
problems  facing  the  Commis- 
sion on  which  their  judgment 
v/ill  be  sought." 


Assistance  amounted  to  $259,- 
098  with  the  average  grant  of 
$71.04  which  decreased  in  No- 
vember, 1970,  to  a  total  of 
$240,320  with  the  average 
grant  of  $67.51  which  com- 
pares to  the  November,  1968, 
level  of  $63.41  (the  cold  weath- 
er allowance  for  fuel  and 
clothing  reflects  the  differ- 
ence). 

However,  the  rising  costs  of 
survival  which  have  caused 
the  welfare  rolls  to  increase 
more  than  a  third  in  13  states 
including  Montana  may  wipe 
out  any  gains  made  by  the  So- 
cial Security  increase.  Three 
states  —  Texas,  Washington 
and  Oregon  —  have  seen  a  50 
per  cent  increase. 
Christmas  Tree  Bill 

The  Social  Security  in- 
crease, to  which  Congress  has 
attached  a  string  of  "goodies" 
is  called  the  "Christmas  tree 
bill." 

Some  of  the  "ornaments"  in- 
clude restrictive  trade  provi- 
sions, increasing  veteran's 
pensions,  the  administration's 
Family  Assistance  Plan,  plus 
a  number  of  important  chang- 
es in  medicaid  and  medicare. 

Senate  Majority  Leader 
Mike  Mansfield  of  Montana, 
insists  the  Congress  cannot  go 
home  without  having  in- 
creased the  January  Social 
Security  payments,  which 
amounts  to  ten  per  cent  in- 
crease with  a  one  hundred 
dollar  minimum. 
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Sen.  Williams  Outlines  SS  Changes 


Senator  Harrison  Williams, 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Aging,  outlines  the 
Social  Security  Measures  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee  as  follows: 

Benefit  Increase:  10  percent 
raise  with  $100  minimum. 

Widows:  Full  benefits  at 
age  65  (presently  821/2  per- 
cent). 

Men:  Age  62  computation 
point  for  benefits  (same  as 
now  exists  for  women). 

Earnings  Test:  Raises  maxi- 
mum earnings  level  from  $1,- 
680  to  $2,000  before  benefits 
would  be  reduced.  For  earn- 
ings from  $2,000  to  $3,200,  $1 
in  benefits  would  be  withheld 
for  each  $2  of  earnings.  There- 
after, benefits  would  be  re- 
duced for  each  dollar  of  earn- 
ings. 

Automatic  Adjustments  of 
Benefits  and  Taxes:  Benefits 
and  the  Social  Security  tax 
would  be  increased  automat- 
ically only  if  Congress  has  not 
acted  during  the  year.  To  pay 
for  the  full  amount  of  the  cost- 
of-living  increases,  approxi- 
mately 50  percent  would  be 
paid  from  raising  the  tax  rates 
and  50  percent  from  increas- 
ing the  tax  base.  Under  the 
House  bill  benefits  would  be 
adjusted  automatically  when- 
ever the  cost  of  living  in- 
creased 3  percent  over  a 
year's  period.  In  addition,  the 
House  bill  would  raise  Social 
Security  taxes  every  two 
years,  based  on  increases  in 
the  average  taxable  wages. 


Disability  Benefits:  Reduces 
waiting  period  to  qualify  from 
six  to  four  months. 

Workmen's  Compensation 
Offset:  Deleted  House  provi- 
sion permitting  combined  pay- 
ments under  Workmen's'  Com- 
pensation and  Disability  In- 
surance equal  to  100  percent 
of  the  person's  average  earn- 
ings. Retained  existing  law 
permitting  combined  pay- 
ments under  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation and  Disability  In- 
surance equal  to  100  percent 
of  the  person's  average  earn- 
ings. Retained  existing  law 
permitting  combined  pay- 
ments equal  to  80  percent  be- 
fore there  is  an  offset. 

Pass  Along:  Continues  for 
14  months  (10-31-70  through 
12-31-70)  the  period  that  States 
would  be  required  to  assure  at 
least  a  $4  monthly  raise  in  to- 
tal income  for  welfare  recipi- 
ents who  have  also  received 
increases  in  Social  Security  or 
Railroad  Retirement  benefits. 

Disability  Insurance  for  the 
Blind:  Allows  blind  persons  to 


Elvira  Smith,  director  of  ac- 
tivities at  Penkay  Eagles  Man- 
or, (standing)  helps  some  of 
the  residents  make  Christmas 
tree  decorations. 


qualify  for  disability  benefits 
if  they  have  worked  under  So- 
cial Security  for  six  quarters 
(IV2  years). 


Garth  Youngberg  (right) 
chats  with  director  Lyle  Down- 
ing in  front  of  Penkay  Eagles  h 
Manor.  Youngberg  is  one  of 
the  "new  breed"  of  federal  of- 
ficials oriented  toward  the  to- 
tality of  Social  Rehabilitation 
Services.  Eight  of  the  ten  re- 
gions of  SRS  now  have  Depu- 
ty Regional  Commissioners  for 
State  Programs  (DPS's). 


MALTA  SENIORS 
GET  HAY  FUNDS 

Malta — Hay  sold  for  a  dol- 
lar a  bale  netted  the  Senior 
Citizens  Center  $54  at  the  first 
annual  Milk  River  Wagon 
Train. 

Louis  Perry,  wagon  train  co- 
chairman  presented  the  mon- 
ey which  came  from  the  sale 
of  hay  donated  by  Norman 
Jaynes,  E.  T.  Taylor  and  Tom 
Taylor. 


White  House  Forums  Success 
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^r  More  than  one  thousand 
persons  have  been  directly  in- 
volved in  the  prelude  to  the 
1971  White  House  Conference. 
Preparations  began  with  the 
Governors  Conference  on  Ag- 
ing in  Missoula  last  Septem- 
ber. 

White  House  forums  are  be- 
ing held  in  every  community 
of  any  size — enough  to  deter- 
mine the  very  real  problems 
of  elderly  Montanans. 

There  are  two  general  sep- 
arations of  the  needs  in  this 
state.  One  category  concerns 
what  is  known  as  the  gray 
area.  Persons  on  fixed  incomes 
— faced  with  inflationary  eco- 
nomics have  guestions  for 
which  no  answers  can  be 
^   found. 

In  this  gray  area  are  con- 
cerns of  health  and  housing. 
The  very  poor  can  turn  to 
Medicaid  while  there  are 
many  facilities  for  the  rich. 
The  low  income  or  medium  in- 
come persons  find  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  drugs,  den- 
tures, glasses  and  hearing 
aids  because  of  the  high  cost. 
The  fixed  income  sgueeze  hits 
property  owners  hard.  Repairs 
and  maintenance  are  con- 
stantly rising  costs. 

Those  who  rent  can  find 
only  increasingly  substandard 
living  guarters.  Property  tax- 
ation —  everyone  knows  that 
story. 

Those  living  in  rural  areas 
^  are  the  hardest  hit.  For  ex- 
"  ample:  To  get  a  pump  fixed 
in  Alberton  you  have  to  pay 
60  miles  of  mileage  in  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  fees. 


The  other  general  needs  in- 
clude the  question  of  what 
older  Montanans  should  do— 
what  roles  should  they  as- 
sume— what  activities  can  be 
achieved  successfully. 

Public  transportation  is 
lacking  in  every  port  of  the 
state. 

How  to  keep  the  Senior  Citi- 
zen Centers  operating  is  a 
cause  of  general  alarm.  The 
withdrawal  of  federal  support 
after  the  third  year  of  opera- 
tion makes  local  participation 
mandatory.    As  the  mayor  of 


one  town  said,  "We  now  hove 
one  and  one-half  mills  for  sup- 
porting our  local  cemetery. 
We  feel  there  should  be  as 
much  for  the  living  as  the 
dead." 

The  forums  hove  attracted 
legislators  in  all  ports  of  the 
state.  All  have  seen  what 
these  needs  are  and  the  need 
for  action  the  only  remaining 
question  is  how  — . 

John  Haugan,  planning  spe- 
cialist for  the  Montana  Com- 
mission on  Aging,  is  conduct- 
ing the  forums. 


AGING  CHIEF  NAMES 
WHITE  HOUSE  LEADERS 


Washington,  D.C.  —  John  B. 
Martin,  special  assistant  to  the 
President  for  the  Aging,  an- 
nounced the  14  Technical 
Committee  chairmen  for  the 
1971  White  House  Conference 
on  Aging. 

"Background  papers  will  be 
prepared  by  the  various  com- 
mittees which  will  pinpoint  is- 
sues on  the  problems  that  con- 
cern older  people,"  said  Mr. 
Martin. 

The  papers  will  be  used  in 
more  than  500  community 
White  House  conferences  next 
spring. 

Nine  "needs  areas"  chair- 
men are: 

Income:  Roger  F.  Murray, 
New  York;  Health:  Edward  J. 
Lorenze,  White  Plains,  N.Y.; 
Nutrition:  Donald  M.  Wcrtkins, 
Wellesley  Hills,  Mass.;  Trcois- 


portation:  Thomas  C.  Morrill, 
Bloomington,  III;  Employment 
and  Retirement:  A.  Webb 
Hale,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.;  Edu- 
cation: John  W.  McConnell, 
Durham,  N.H.;  Retirement 
Roles  and  Activities:  Walter  C. 
McKain,  Storrs,  Conn.;  Spiritu- 
al Well-Being:  Hess  T.  Sears, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Five  "needs  meeting  mech- 
anisms" chairmen  are: 

Facilities,  Programs  and 
Services:  George  K.  Wyman, 
Loudonville,  N.Y.;  Planning: 
William  Rutherford,  Peoria, 
III;  Research  and  Develop- 
ment: Alfred  H.  Lawson,  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.;  Training: 
George  G.  Reader,  Rye,  N.Y.; 
Government  and  Non-Govern- 
ment Organizations:  Fred  Cot- 
trell,  Oxford,  Ohio. 
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Make  no  little  dreams  consider 
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r°'^®"  years  don't  glitter 


By  HOLLY  GREEVER 
Standard-' 


The  golden  years  begin  at  65 
--  when  a  person  joins  the 
torgotten  generation. 

Ten  percent  of  our  country's 
population  is  65  years  old  The' 
vast  raajorily  of  these  people 
are  unemployed,  live  in  sub- 
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SENIOR  CITIZEN    i 

01    NEWS    r\  % 
LET  OLDER  AMERICANS  BE  OF  SERVICE^^^ 

Dedicated  to  Montana's  70,000 

^  older  Americans 

■ir 

Montana   Commission  on  Aging 

715   Fee   Street 

Helena,   Montana     59601 

Forrest   H.   Anderson 
Governor  of  Montana 

COMMISSIONERS 

Barclay  Craighead,   Helena,   Chairman 

John  F.  Sasek,  Vice-Chairman 

Dr.  John  S.  Anderson,  Helena 

I  Dr.   A.  Kearney  Atkinson,  Great  Falls 

W.  L.  Bompart,  Helena 

Glenn  E.  Carney,  Great  Falls 

Dr.  William  G.  Ensign,  Billings 

John  Coey,  Jr.,  Helena 

William  A.  Macmillan,  Helena 

Mrs.  Mary  Munger  R.N.,  Helena 

John   T.   Plov(3nic,   Le'wisto'wn 

Colin  Raff,  Butte 

Mrs.  D.  Gordon  Rognlien,   Kalispell 

Floyd  J.   Spady,  Bozeman 

Claude  D.  Williams,  Missoula 


Lyle  Doivning 
Executive   Director 

Jack   Tucker 
Administrative   Officer 

Vincent  H.  Weggenman 
Field  Representative 

Frank  Small,  Information  Specialist 
John  F.  Haugan,  Planner 


TECHNICAL  REVIEW  COMMITTEE 

Chase   Patrick,   Chairman 

J.  E.  O'Connell 

Thomas   H.   Mahan 

Ho'word  EUsTvorth 

Administering  Title  III  of  the 
Older  Americans  Act 
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